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Nothing he achieved was inevitable. In the arc of his life, we see 
a man who earned his place in history through struggle and 
shrewdness, persistence and faith. He tells us what’s possible not 
just in the pages of dusty history books, but in our own lives as 
well. — President  Barack Obama
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Mr. Mandela was more than one of the greatest pillars of our time. He 
was one of our greatest teachers. He taught by example. He sacri!ced 
so much ... for freedom and equality, for democracy and justice. 
                                 — United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon
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Mr. Mandela was the pride of the African people. He 
has dedicated his entire life to the development and 
progress of the African content. 
                         — Chinese Vice President Li Yuanchao
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He inspired others to reach for what appeared to be 
impossible and moved them to break through the barriers 
that held them hostage mentally, physically, socially and 
economically.
                                                                —Muhammad Ali
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It took a man like Mandela to free not just the prisoner, but the jailer as well; to show 
that you must trust others so that they may trust you; to teach that reconciliation  
is not a matter of ignoring a cruel past, but a means of confronting it with inclusion 
and generosity and truth.
                                          —President Barack Obama
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Mandela has set out an insurmountable example…that it is only through dialogue and 
cooperation that discrepancies can be resolved and a civilized relationship established 
between those who think di"erently. 
                                                                  — Cuban President Raúl Castro
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To him, life was all about service to others. 
He mingled with kings, queens and presidents. ... 
At the core, he was a man of the people. 
                      —General #anduxolo Mandela
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His life was just an extraordinary journey, from beginning to end, with such an 
e"ect, both on his own country, and on the rest of the world. So, enjoy today, 
enjoy and celebrate what he achieved. We may not see his like again. 
                               — former British prime minister Gordon Brown
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#e life of Nelson Mandela 
is a testament to the power 
of a single individual who 
is focused and directed on 
accomplishing something that 
advances humanity.

His life is also validation of the 
secret of life as expressed by 
Grandfather in the short story 
“Listen to the Ancestors:” Love 
begets love, and evil begets 
evil.  And love will always 
overcome evil, when love acts 
to.  Yet evil always acts while 
love o$en waits.  Yet a life is 
but a moment in time without 
a proper name; while those we 
enhance or harm, enhance or 
harm, and enhance or harm 
for countless generations.

We Can Heal Our Community.   
So look in that mirror, and 
decide to Be A Hero!

-Howard D. Denson
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